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12-11 ORLEANS EAS.94 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 310R Nauset Road 

Historic Name: Simeon & Zilpha Doane House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: 1802-10 


Source: deeds, vital records 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: wood shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, 19" c. 
Poultry house 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Concrete block foundations added to all buildings 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] ~~ yes(| Date: 
Acreage: 4.368 


Setting: The house is situated on a dirt lane south of 
Nauset Road in an enclave of three houses now in the 
midst of land owned by Cape Cod National Seashore. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The construction history of this house and its outbuildings is currently unsubstantiated, and it will require more intensive 
investigation and analysis of building materials and methods to determine a more accurate date of construction. The matter is 
further compounded by the fact that the house, as well as the outbuildings, have concrete block foundations exposed on the 
exterior. The presence of this material may be the result of repairs to an existing basement, but it also may be an indication of 
the buildings being moved to this site in the 20" century. As superficially observed, and with limited documentation, the house is 
dated ca. 1810 when Simeon and Zilpha Doane are known to have lived on the property. 


The Simeon & Zilpha Doane House, built ca. 1810, is a one-story wood frame single dwelling with a gable roof, “half-cape” plan 
and cross-gable kitchen wing. The roof has a barely perceptible bow. Its three-bay front fagade has an entrance to one side 
offset by two windows. The top trim of the door and windows abut the eave where there is a shallow cornice. A small brick 
chimney is positioned between two rooms on the south side of the house. (A typical half-cape of this period would have a large 
chimney behind the entrance.) A hatch with a steel Bilco door leading to the basement is awkwardly placed under the center 
window introducing an obvious anachronism. The north end of the house contains one window at the front of the first floor, in the 
door space, and two close together at the rear; two attic windows are located in the gable. Fenestration on the south end follows 
the same patters, except for the insertion of a door. The south wall of the story-and-a-half kitchen, presumably an addition, is in 
line with the south gable end of the house and contains a doorway and three windows, as well as a woo d hatch for a second 
cellar entry. A wood deck has been added outside both doors on the south side. A fourth doorway is located on the north side of 
the wing with three windows to the east side. There are two shed-roof extensions: one on the north side in the corner of the 
house and wing and the other on the east end of the wing. 


A small, distinctive-looking, apparently 19""-century barn is located east of the house. It is seated on a concrete block foundation. 
It is a story-and-a-half form with a gable roof and a wagon bay with a hanging-track door on the otherwise blank west wall. Two 
windows are visible on the south gable end, one in each story. Between the barn and the house is a small wood frame 
outbuilding with a saltbox roof and two doorways and a window on its principal fagade. It also has a concrete block foundation. It 
probably was built as a poultry house. The buildings are situated in a small clearing in an otherwise wooded parcel; a view 
corridor has been cleared from the house to the northern edge of Salt Pond Bay. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Censuses and the 1858 Eastham map make clear that the house at 310R Nauset Road was owned and occupied by Simeon 
Doane (1780-1862) from at least 1830. If any part of the house dates to the eighteenth century, it most likely came to him 
through his marriage to Zilpha Pepper (1783-1835), the daughter of Joseph Pepper (1744-1810) of Eastham and his wife, 
Wellfleet native Zilpha Brown (1747-1822). They married in 1776, and by 1790 Pepper is listed in a very large household in 
Eastham. Joseph Pepper was taxed on two houses and fifty-one acres in 1798 and is listed in a ten-person household in 1800. 
In his will, composed shortly before his death in 1810, left his widow Zilpha his salt works, mill, and store, household furniture, 
grain and provisions on hand, the “use and improvement” of all of his real property, livestock, and farm tools, and the east half of 
his house and all of its kitchen as long as she allowed their daughter Mehitable (1810-1900) to live there while she was single. 
After Zilpha Pepper’s death this share was to pass to their nine daughters in equal shares. Zilpha Pepper died in 1822, and in 
that year seven of these daughters and/or their husbands and heirs sold seven-ninths of the Joseph Pepper estate for eight 
hundred dollars to Simeon Doane, who had married their sister Zilpha Pepper in 1802.1 Simeon Doane first appears in the 1810 
Eastham census in a four-person household. Alternatively, if the house is originally a nineteenth-century structure, it was 
probably built on land of Eastham settler John Doane that passed through four generations to a later John Doane (ca. 1738- 
1800) and then to his son Heman (1764-1846). In 1813 Heman Doane sold a half acre in this neighborhood to his younger 


1 Isaac and Rebecca Brown, Hezekiah and Sarah Newcomb, Moses and Mehitable Lewis, Samuel and Hannah Knowles, James H Knowles in 
behalf of heirs of Thomas Knowles, Francis and Mary Krogman, all Eastham, and David Whipple Greenwich MA, to Simeon Doane, 1 June 
1822, BCD 99041:32. 
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brother Simeon Doane (1780-1862), who, judging by the census, was probably already occupying the house.” Simeon Doane 
paid eighty dollars for the parcel, described as woodland, and the deed does not mention the presence of buildings. 


Simeon Doane was the son of John Doane and his wife Betsey Snow Doane. His household is consistently listed in this section 
of Eastham through 1850, by which time his first wife Zilpha had died and he had remarried, in 1836 to Hannah Clark, who died 
in 1838, and in 1841 to Priscilla F. Young of Orleans, who died in 1842.° In 1850 the census credits Simeon Doane with $959 in 
real property in a household with his son Benjamin (1821-74), a mariner, Benjamin’s wife Sarah Brackett, and their two young 
children. The agricultural census for that year indicates that Simeon Doane had fifty acres, which suggests that he was probably 
farming the Joseph Pepper homestead. 


In 1852 Simeon Doane transferred title of 310R Nauset Road and thirteen acres to his son Benjamin on the condition that, as 
the deed states, “I shall always be entitled to a home in the family of my sd son Benjamin during my natural life & secondly that 
he the sd Benjamin will at all times supply me with wood and sufficient food and clothing and all necessary care and attention 
both in sickness and in health all to my entire satisfaction, and Benjamin shall not sell or in any way dispose of any part of the 
above described property nor shall it be holden as bound for any debts that he or his family may contract after my decease.”4 
The 1855 and 1860 censuses list Simeon Doane just after the household of the widow Temperance Doane, at 300 Nauset Road 
Rear (EAS.93). In 1851 son Benjamin’s wife Sarah had died, and in 1852 he married again, to Elizabeth Leonard, from 
Nottingham, England. In 1855 Simeon Doane, then seventy-five years old, shared the house with Benjamin and his second wife, 
their four children, and three of Elizabeth Leonard Doane’s siblings. 


By 1860 the household was occupied by 80-year-old Simeon Doane and his son Benjamin’s family; Benjamin is rightly credited 
with owning the property. Simeon Doane died in October 1862, and in 1870 Benjamin Doane is listed with $1050 in real estate in 
a household with his wife Elizabeth and their children Fletcher (born John William Fletcher Doane), Sara Elizabeth, Leonard 
Newton, Simeon C., and Ernestine, born between 1853 and 1865. Elizabeth Leonard Doane’s sister Charlotte, a seamstress, 
was also part of the household. 


Benjamin Doane died in 1874, but the 1880 Eastham map assigns his name to the 310R Nauset Road house. In 1880 the 
widowed Elizabeth Leonard Doane lived in the house with children Fletcher, a fisherman; Sarah Eliza, a dressmaker; Leonard, a 
farm worker; and Ernestine; her son Simeon had died of typhoid fever in 1875. The agricultural census schedules for that year 
show Elizabeth Done with a thirty-eight-acre farm; she harvested eight acres of hay, grew corn, oats, rye, pulse, and potatoes, 
and sold a modest quantity of wood. 


In 1884 Elizabeth Doane sold the house, outbuildings, and thirteen acres to Carrie A. Duchemin for $450; she died in Chatham, 
where her sons Fletcher and Leonard lived, in 1901.° Born in 1861 in Charlestown, Duchemin was the daughter of Maine native 
Richard Henry Davis and his wife Celestine M. Whitney and the wife of Frank Read Duchemin, born in Boston and at various 
times in his working life a shirt cutter in Provincetown, a salesman in Lynn, and a fish and oyster dealer and skating rink 
manager in Cambridge. Cape newspapers document the couple living in Eastham by April 1885, and they temporarily moved to 
Provincetown in late 1886 when Frank Duchemin became the “head” of a pants factory there; in 1890 he was identified in the 
Provincetown directory as a shirt factory cutter. The Duchemins sold the Eastham property in 1887 to Richard E. Davis, possibly 
Carrie Duchemin’s father, and in 1890 Davis sold the property to Carrie’s brother Herbert M. Davis. He in turn sold the “Benjamin 
Doane homestead” to Maurice Howe Richardson and Frank W. Benson of Boston in 1892.° 


Maurice Howe Richardson (1852-1912) was an early and preeminent surgeon in Boston and an avid fisherman and waterfowl 
sportsman. So, too, was Frank Weston Benson (1862-1951), a Salem native and an artist known for his portraits, paintings in 
Impressionist style, and etchings of landscapes and waterfowl. The acquisition of 310R Nauset Road, coined by Richardson’s 
son Wyman as “the House on Nauset Marsh,” was the first in Eastham for the two; in 1896 they bought land on the south side of 


2 Heman Doane to Simeon Doane, 1 Febuary 1813, BCD 999041:315. 
3 Alfred Alder Doane, comp., The Doane Family: Deacon John Doane, of Plymouth... (Boston: Alfred Alder Doane, 1902), 164; vital records. 
4 Simeon Doane to Benjamin Doane, 29 January 1852, BCD 58:277. 
5 Elizabeth Doane to Carrie A. Ducheman [sic], 12 Dec 1884, BCD 159:580. On Elizabeth Doane see Barnstable Patriot, 13 May 1901, 4. 
6 Carrie A. and Frank R. Duchemin, Provincetown, to Richard E. Davis, Malden, 28 November 1887, BCD 175:547; Richard E. Davis, 
Lawrence, to Herbert M. Davis, Everett, 31 May 1890, BCD 187:442:; Herbert M. Davis, Eastham, to Maurice H. Richardson and Frank W. 
Benson, Boston, 12 January 1892, BCD 199:351. 
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Great Pond and had gunning camps in both locations. They were brothers-in-law: in 1876 Maurice Howe Richardson married 
Margaret White Peirson, and twelve years later Benson married her sister Ellen Perry Peirson. 


Born in Athol in 1852, Maurice Howe Richardson graduated Harvard Medical School in 1877 and began his career as an 
anatomy instructor there; he was the Moseley professor of surgery at the school through 1886, when he became a visiting 
surgeon at Massachusetts General Hospital. When the hospital’s surgical stuff was reorganized in 1910 Richardson was 
appointed surgeon-in —chief, a position he held until he died. This Boston Globe obituary stated that Richardson “was recognized 
as one of the great surgeons of the world,” and two of his sons, Edward Peirson (1881-1944) and Wyman (1896-1953), also 
became distinguished surgeons.’ 


In 1916, four years after Maurice Richardson’s death, Benson sold half of his half-share in 310R Nauset Road to his brother-in- 
law Edward L. Peirson of Salem, and in1927 the widowed Margaret W. Richardson sold a quarter-share each in the property to 
Benson and Peirson, an odd transaction given the fact that the deed specifies her ownership of one-half of the property and 
Benson and Peirson each already owned one-quarter of it.2 Margaret White Richardson died in 1937, and two years later son 
Wyman acquired the interests of all other heirs in the property. Wyman, a surgeon in Newton, served as infantry officer in 
France and was wounded during World War |, graduated from Harvard Medical School in 1923, and was on the staff of 
Massachusetts General Hospital. Richardson was involved in planning the new (and extant) building of Beth Israel Hospital in 
Boston, which opened in 1928. The Boston Herald stated that he was considered “an author on the application of blood study to 
clinical medicine.”'° In 1922 he married Charlotte Blake Richardson and had four children—Wyman, Charlotte Black, Frederick 
Cabot, and Margaret Peirson—between 1924 and 1929. In 1947 Wyman Richardson published The House on Nauset Marsh, a 
book of his natural history essays that had been earlier been published in The Atlantic Monthly. The book provides little 
description of what Wyman often called the “old Farm House,” other than that the kitchen was “low studded,” had hand-hewn 
beams he judged to be “two hundred or more years old,” and a mural of geese in flight on one wall of the dining room." 


Wyman Richardson died in 1953 and left the house to his widow Charlotte in his will. She died in 1992, and six years later her 
children placed the house and 4.37 acres in the Charlotte Richardson Eastham Limited Trust, the owner of record in 2020.12 
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“The Old Farm House,” illustration by Henry Bugbee Kane in Wyman Richardson, The House on Nauset Marsh (1947). 


Continuation sheet 4 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 310 Nauset Road Rear 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _]|_EAs.94 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SE. 


View from NE. 
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View of outbuildings from west. 
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View of barn from SW. 
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